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Course Description:
I.  

Linkage between Globalization and International Terrorism

There is a significant amount of literature and security studies that points to the ways that globalization
has contributed to the problem of international terrorism. Weak and failing states, the expansion of
international migration and commerce, and the emergence of new forms of communication, have all
contributed to the emergence of a global extreme Islamist insurgency. Despite being at the forefront of
US foreign policy for almost two decades, it is not clear whether there is an overarching strategic vision
for policy related to the global war on Islamist extremism.
This course will see to develop a nuance understanding of the factors that internationalize terrorism and
civil conflict. In doing so we will see to develop a systematic perspective on the ways in which
globalization is contributing to, or are providing opportunities for, radical mobilization.
II.  

Modules and areas of concentration

We will self organizing to at least four different research teams, each focusing on a different aspect of
International terrorism. Each group will be responsible for assigning course materials, helping to lead
course discussion, in providing an overall analysis for each module in the course. This analysis will be
presented in oral format at the end of each module.

III.  

a)  

Internal displacement, migration, refugees, and social integration

b)  

International markets,
resourcing

c)  

Communications: counterterrorism communications, de-radicalization

d)  

Foreign-policy, grand strategy, and international intervention.

illicit finance,

sanctions compliance,

counterterrorism

Collaborative project orientation

The written deliverable will be incorporated into the final policy document—a collaborative strategy for
the global war on Islamic extremism. The idea to build strategies that would help foreign partners
develop more long-term and sustainable institutional means of managing the problem of global
extremism. Final deliverable will be a jointly edited policy analysis, integrating all of the different
aspects of course into a single strategy document to be published on the institution website or other
academic
forums.
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Skills Development: Policy Evaluation and Analysis
Policy evaluation is the primary organizing framework for this course. This provides a framework for
organizing the material, a focal point for discussion sections, and is the basis student skill
development. Literature on public policy will be re-enforced with professional assignments, in terms of
presentations, group projects, and deliverables.
Policy Evaluation and Analysis: primary
deliverable will well research policy evaluation
and recommendation on issue of your
choice. Instructors will work with students on
appropriate research methods to ensure a
rigorous policy evaluation and overall research
project.

Take away skills

Policy Briefing: oral presentation of key ideas
and analysis in clear and concise format.
Analytic frameworks applied to current issues
and key case studies.

Requirements
Requirement

% of Due
grade

Participation

35%

Description

•  

Regular attendance, discussion of readings and class
topics, and participation in simulations

•  

Consisting contribution to
partially evaluated by peers.

collaborative

project;
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Policy Analysis

•  

•  

50%

Group
Presentation

20%

Group

30%

Written

•  

Group will present on their at the end of each module in
the course; everyone in the group must participate in
the presentation equally. Group should apply the policy
analysis framework as well as develop discussion
questions and recommendations for each module.

•  

Primary deliverable for the course:
integrates
collective , literature review, and analysis, with
individual written products. 5-7 pp. single spaced

•  

Elements include the following:

Deliverable

1.   Questions: what are the questions or problems in this
area
2.   Evaluation: clear frameworks for measuring and
evaluating progress and outcomes to date.
3.   Options Analysis: alternative strategies for addressing
the problem
5.   Recommendations

o   Will be provided with an explicit template for the
final group project.
Intelligence

15%

•  

Individual presentation analyzing current events and
connecting them to he issues or questions from the
course.

•  

Based on training in oral presentation.

•  

Evaluated based on the oral presentation skills as well
as analytic connections two issues related to
international terrorism and global counterterrorism.

Briefing
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Readings
All readings will be posted electronically on the course Canvas site in. See schedule of readings below,
but always check the Canvas site for the most up to date readings and schedule. Some flexibility is built
into the schedule to accommodate new case studies, readings assigned by guest speakers, and case studies
of interest to the students in the course. Because we must workaround the schedule of guests, some
adaptability and our schedule is required.

Participation: (35%)
Active participation is an indicator that you have done the readings and are engaged with the course
material and discussion. You must attend class + be an active participant to be credited for
participation. If you’re not prepared to be an active participant in class, or plan to work during this time,
you should participate synchronously online or view the class asynchronously.

Policy Analysis: (50% total)
Group presentation: (20%)
Collective presentation at the end of each module. Based in part on assigned readings and materials, as
well as oral presentation to summarize and pull together the material for the preceding weeks.

Group written deliverable: (30%)
These working papers should be 5 single spaced pages in a concise but well-supported format. They will
be evaluated equally on three criteria: organization, evidence, and analysis. They should involve an
analysis of the question, an evaluation of current policy, an evaluation of alternative options, and
recommendations
I.  
II.  
III.  
IV.  

Policy question
Evaluation current policy
Findings from the data
Recommendations

Policy Briefing: (15%)
Students will be asked to sign up to give one 5-15 minute briefing over the course of the semester.
Approximately once a week, someone will brief the class on “current intelligence” which covers new
developments in conflict zones around the world and analyzes them in terms of why those developments
are important, how they relate to the course material, and what the policy implications are.
I.  
II.  
III.  

Brief explanation of the issue and background
Analysis of why this issue is important, how it links to general policy questions
Analysis of implications for different policy options, or policy process
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Policies
Attendance: regular attendance is expected but not required. Failure to regularly attend class will result
in a lower participation grades.
Late policy: No late assignments accepted. The only exceptions to this are in the event of an
emergency, such as a medical problem or death in the family. Documentation of such emergencies
should be provided and alternative arrangements made in such events.
ACADEMIC CONDUCT:
All students will be held to all policies and procedures listed in the most current Policies and Standards
Manual (PSM). This includes but is not limited to our Student Honor Code and regulations on
plagiarism. A complete copy of the Policies and Standards Manual (PSM) can be found here:
http://www.miis.edu/system/files/miis20psm20sep-2015-2.pdf
Self-Plagiarism: Re-use of a student’s work, in part or in its entirety, for another course without the
express permission of the course instructor may be considered a form of plagiarism.
POLICY FOR STUDENT DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS:
Students with documented disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in class are
encouraged to contact Assistant Dean of Student Services, Ashley Arrocha, as early in the semester as
possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely manner. Assistance is available
to eligible students through the Office of Student Services. Please contact aarrocha@miis.edu or 831-6474654 for more information. All discussions will remain confidential.

6

Approximate Schedule

Section I: Setting the Foundation
Mon

29-Jan Background: The problem of Global Insurgency

Wed

31-Jan Root Causes/ Policy process and analysis

Mon

5-Feb

AQ and ISIS Case Studies: vulnerabilities of a global system

Module I: Migration, Refugees, and Social Integration
Refugees and the Spread of Conflict

Wed

7-Feb

Mon

12-Feb Case studies in migration and radicalization

Wed

14-Feb Immigration and CT: Evaluating Trump’s hard line

Mon

19-Feb Policy discussion I: recommendations for immigration policy

Module II: Illicit Financing and Trade
Wed

21-Feb Problem of Illicit Trade and Financing

Mon

Case Studies of terrorist resourcing: Primary resources, oil,
26-Feb diamonds, hawala, cryptocurrency

Wed

28-Feb Policy: countering terrorist financing

Mon

5-Mar Policy: sanctions and sanctions compliance

Wed

7-Mar Policy discussion II

Module III: Communication and Ideology
Mon

12-Mar Propaganda of the Deed; Satellite TV and Internet

Wed

14-Mar Content analysis of Terrorist messaging

Mon

19-Mar Spring Break:

Wed

21-Mar Spring Break:

Mon

26-Mar Policy: counter-narratives

Wed

28-Mar Policy: de-radicalization policy

Mon

2-Apr

Policy Discussion III

Module IV: Military Doctrine
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Wed

4-Apr

COINdinistas

Mon

9-Apr

JSOC and the World is a Battlefield

Wed

11-Apr

Mon

16-Apr Policy Discussion IV: Military Doctrine and Global COIN

Guest speaker: military engagement and hearts and minds

Module IV: Grand Strategy and Global Governance
Wed

18-Apr The role of global governance

Mon

23-Apr Comparative grand strategies?: US, Russia, China, and EU

Wed

25-Apr Debating global governance

Mon

30-Apr Guest speaker

Wed

2-May

Mon

7-May Work shopping final strategy

Wed

9-May Work shopping final strategy

Mon

14-May Final Presentations; Debrief

Wed

16-May Final Presentations; Debrief

THUR
S

Policy Discussion V: Global governance and grad strategy

31- Final Written Strategy Memo Due THURS MAY 31:
May 5pm PST
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